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WERE NOT DEFEATS

Fights at Tugela River and Koodoos-
berg Merely Reoonnainsances.

PART OF G=ER ROBERTS' PRl-1
Effect of the News in London

Was Not Depressing.

DETAILS OF THE BATTLES

LONDON. February 10.-Gen. Buller is
once more south of the Tugela river; Gen.
MacDonald is back at the Modder river,and, apparently, the Boers have lost none

of the ascendancy they have held so long.
Yet today's news by no means causes the
acute disappointment attendant upon the
other failures to relieve Ladysmith. This
can be attributed to three causes-first,
there Is a strong belief that Gen. Buller's
last attempt was only a demonstration on

a large scale: second, the wiser critics had
warned the public not to expect the imme-
diate relief of Gen. White; third, the nation
has settled down to the realization that the
war will last a long time, and thpy are not
swayed, as at first, by minor reverses and
victories. The second and third reasons

are self-explaining. The first requires con-
siderable elucidation.
In favor of the opinion held by Spencer

Wilkinson. the military critic of the Morn-
Ing Post, that Gen. Buller did not intend
immediately pushing on to Ladysmith,
there is overwhelming evidence to show
that Field Marshal Lord Roberts ordered
systematic activity upon the part of all the
forces. On this basis. (,en. Buller's move
may only be a repitition of Gen. MacDon-
aid's and 4.n. French o r.-connaissances.

Mr. Ralfoar's Statemment.
Mr. Balfour's ambiguous statement about

awaiting the completien of plans is an-
other strong reason for believing G;en. Bul-
ler never Intended to make the main ad-
Vance via Vaal Krrntz. but was acting un-
der the orders of Lord Roberts. It is also
ctiricus that the news f G, n. Buller's re-
tirement first came from the Boer head
lang-r near Ladysmith'. ant that the Brit-
ish correspondents were freely allowed to
send dispatches b-for, anything from Gen.Bul,-r was published. The unusual ap-P. -f Pennet-Burleigh. war correspondentof he London Da] Tlegraph, asking thepublic to usp'n'i .indm-nt arnl rely onGem Uller, dls ,hscnde'l signitt-cae' - n h-1 her ha1!d. Gen. Hulrs
recen t'p t- his Eri ps. in which h>
sai.I h a.i -1- h, in Ld-Ysmitht withini
a n--k.1I -. I.- cahim. t" throw-ouit m. t---: :a.t h. has only heen

1%nTrIate I

;.
r ..

, .
f- r h'm -*' ---h.- wa s -ffectid in nm--
pa-- Or.h r- Th.m1,'st rea-rnabl+xplat'.a-ti I- n' m nT is that 11 was under-

ta -r..rn . "...' jod nc f IIh.liiti E I'- - al--rvous from the-ir
err .) N -A at Aiagersf.,ntin, thanit oNl :. imo~,wrtant Cobjectui-

-';s Impo.rtant unit General M--
thu-n- ivrr. is r-hablitatd for a iguor-
,,US Atti' wn ;e.ral Cru'dj, ;imd an a-tempt t.' riv Kirbe-rle- may hehl!lookfir. mi-',:han, lik~t si;pXrln'end-d byLori Roherts. w'ile the 7th Division and
part of Gne-ral French'e Cavalry are I.-Cupied in a turning movirment eastoJa. inda!.

The Situation at Colesberg.
A dipatch from Rensberg, dated Friday,February 9, reports much aggressive activ-

Ity against all the British reonnolteri:gand declares the Boers ar- in no sense sur-
rounded at Colesberg, but ar simply he'din cheek hy a series .f camps forming asemi-circle from east to west. The Boers,It is added. are still in full Possesslon oftheir !ines of communleation with the FreeState and hold mtrong positions aroundColesbe-g.
During the ..thrnlng of Februarv 1 a

bombardment with lyddite occurred atRensherg. and the Boers Maxlm-Vickersguns are believed to have been silenced.A d'zen lead Boe-rs were found ott thekopijes.
L-rd Roberts har adT-resedt another let-ter to Pro-icants Kr.'-r and Steyn, com-

plaining of the wanton de-Truction of prop-erty in Natal.
The fact that the news of Lord Roherts'

Message to Presitints Kruger and Steyncar- from the Yorider river Is taken as atadlitional irdication that the commarlr-irh-chief ha-. ge, there.
Queen laterent in Highlanders.
The queen's kan Interest in Gen. Mar-

Donald anld the Highland Brigade was evi-
denctd 1-y the great conern she showed at
the news of Mac Donald's retirement from
Koo'oosberg. Her majesty sent special in-
quiries to the war office, bit as the officialshad no knowledge of the movemert up tomidtight the queen maria- her secretarytelegraph twice to Reuter's News Agencyasking for the most mir.ute ul-tails, whencethe news came and who sent it, and re-questing the earli,-st ntotification of any(x;lanation r-ceived.
CABINET COE , lN SE_%iI%.

Extra Meeting Called to Consider
'o1th African War.

LONDON. Flrta.ry l--An extra cabin-t
council nas hell this afternion in response
to summonses i-uel y'sterday evening.
The council lasted over two hours; sever-nl
member, if the de'fenie corrmittees were
pritent, an] Lord S:&lis')ury prsided. The
premi. r held ;.. sapph-mentary corsuitationl
after the departure of the majority of his
collteagues.

felers Take lmkanila.
iRBAN. Fieblruary 1O.-The Boers have

taken Inkan-lia, a Zluianti magistracy.

a.

TRE SZTIATON

The magistrate, the night previous. explod-
ed the magazine, and with his staff and the
police, evacuated the place and proceeded
to Eshowe.

IT WAS TOO HOT TO MOLD.

London Times' Version of the Retreat
Fre.m Vaal Krantz.

LONDON. Febt'uary 16.-A dispatch to
the London Times from Springfield Bridge,
dated Friday, February 9. says:
"Our force at Vaal Krantz Intrenched

itself as well as possible, but, neverthe-
less, we continued to lose men and no ad-
vance was made. The Boer artillery fired
incessantly, and as Wednesday proceeded
it was increasingly apparent that although
the infantry might. by a very determined
assault, force its way through the center
of the Boer position, it would become Im-
possible during subsequent operations to
maintain the security of the lines of com-
munication, and the evacuation was de-
cided upon.
"The retirement commenced at 9 o'clock

at night, the pontoon bridge being removed
after Gen. Hildyard's force had crossed this
morning. The whole force retired beyond
the range of the Boer guns, which con-
tinued shelling."
BOERS FLED FROM MacDONALD.

His Sortie at Koodoesberg Was a De-
cided success.

MODDER RIVER, February 9.-General
MacDonald scored a distinct success at
Koodoosberg. His original orders were to
hold the drift and construct a fort. The
position. however, was extremely difficult,
a long range of high hills running north-
west and terminating close to the drift on

the north bank of the river. As it was Im-
possible to hold the whole summit General
MacDonald construoted strong works across
the (enter. which were held by the Sea-
forth Highlanders and three companies of
the Black Watch. While the Highland
Light Infantry held a small kopje on the t
right the 9th Lancers patrolled the left to- t
ward the river, General MacDonald's plan
being to repel attacks.
Things went quietly until Wednesday.

when the Beers advanced along the ridge
within W0h yards. mounting two mountain
7-pounders, which were invisible from the
plain. They also held a smaller drift three
miles to the west. t
On receipt of this news Gen. Methuen I

dispatched a large force of cavalry and two I
horse batteries under Gen. Babington. with I
the purpose of surrounding the Boers. In t
order to further this plan, Gen. MacDonald I

adopted merely defensive tactics. It was c
not attempted to force back the Boers' 8

right, which move migh-t have resulted in a
their general retirement too soon. I
Gen. Babington left Modder river at 11:3U t

;n the morning and arrived within two N
miles of Korloosberg at 4:Z0 p.m., too late
t. attempt the turning movement.
The next morning it was found that the I

Boer- hal fled from the lower drift, but
still remalned on the hill, which they also
lift whein they perceived Babington's move- f
merts. Early in the morning Babington I
vigorously shelled the retiring Boers.
The while Btrilish force is now returning

to camp.
Tnis .ittle affair reflects great credit upon

('-n. MacDonald's tacties a:!l proves that1
the liighlandeis have thoroughly recovered C
their ild go and courage.

BOER SHELL FIRE WAS GOOD. r

.nother Version of the Retirement
From Iail Krants.

Hi.\l)QT'ARTERS CAMP, Springfild
l:rble:. Febrcary 9.-The position taken t
!:,jr:h of the Tugela. river proved a difficult t
ne to maintain. The regiments sent across 8

" reinforcements went into the front line
of trenches, but owing to the great strength
of the Boers in the Brakfontein hills to the 1.
ieft it was found impossible to advance
without risking uniecessary loss. The Boers
continued 9helling the British position. Sev-
eral "Long Tom" shells fell among the t
transport trains and four burst on Zivaat I
Kop, but the Boers could not get the range.
The British guns posted there failed to
silence the, "Long Tom" or other masked I
6tons. The Boers continued to work the
Nordenfehits on the British infantry in-tr(nehcd in the hill. The fire was severe
ft tim2.e t
Wednesday aficrr.oon Gen. Buller resolved

:.o to press the -,dvance by this route. The
transport train moved back and the in-
fantrv rtirel frc-m Vaal Krantz.
We-lned4lay nightethe guns on the Zwart t
X1nlied to the Boers' shelling. When c
tiy ommi-teed to shell the transport r
train the Boirs got a large number of can- E
nun into liositioti.
Their silperinrity of shell fire rendered the t

udvance imposble.
To Aid the Boer Wounded.

CHI'AGO, February 10.-Under the au- I
cpices ot the United Irish Societies of Chi- t
Cago thirty-nine yoting soldiers will leave
the LiAke Shore station Sunday morning,
bound fcr New York, whence they will sail
for Lorenzo Marques. to act as ambulance r
corps to the Boer army. They will be cjointl by eleven volunteers from Boston I
before leaving New York.

MACRUM RETI RNS TO WASHIINGTON.
contiunes Reticent and is hettlng

His Accounts.
Mr. Marmn,. er consul to Pretoria, South 3

African republic. has returned to Washing- I
ton from his hime in East Liverpool, Ohio. I
He is engage.' in the final settlement of I
his accounts with the State Department and
the Treasury Department, and meanwhile s
continues to be reticent as to his past and r
presnt business. lie sceks to avoid obser- v
vation. t

It is probable that upon the final adjust-
mient of his accounts the ex-consul will not
have a heavy credit on his side of the
ledger owing to the insignificance of the
salary allowed for the Pretoria consulate f
comparel with the heavy expense of living e
in that part of the world. It is probably s
true that Mr. Adeibert Hay, the present a
consul. although unineumberEd with a fam-
ily. will flad the $2.000 salary allowance
speedily swallowed up by the war rates of c
living now prevailing in Pretoria. I
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TS FORCE ADMITTED
ktnerican Attitude Toward Clayton-

Bulwer Treaty.

MNISThifiOI POSION E IED

statement Made by a High
Official.

&R. BLAINE'S CONTENTION

A high official of the State Department
nade a statement to a Star reporter to-
ay in regard to the Hay-Pauncefote treaty
or the construction of a purely American
anal across the Isthmus of Panaima, which
tatement Is intended to and does represent
he views of the administration officials on
he subject. The statement is as follows:
"A portion of the public and of the press
eem to have an altogether erroneous idea
f the position of the United States in re-
ation to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. It
sgenerally assumed that that treaty is
.ow extinct and that the Hay-Pauncefote
onvention, now before the Senate, either
evives it or confirms its provisions. The
act is that this treaty, made fifty years
go. has never been questioned as to its
orce and validity by any English cabinet
or by any American cabinet, except that
f President Arthur. Mr. Frelinghuysen
lone of all the secretaries of state who
ave had to deal with the matter contended
hat the treaty was voidable, but his argu-rent has not commended itself to any
ther Secretary of State, and had so little
flect when it was put forward that it was
Don dropped and has never been renewed.
'he position of Mr. Blaine is erroneouslytated to be the same as that of Mr. Frel-
ighuysen, but it is in fact the same as
hat of the present Secretary of State.
fr. Blaine took the ground that while it
as been repeatedly admitted on both sidesrI the controversies of many years that
he engagements of the treaty were mis-
nderstandingly entered into, imperfectly
oprehended, contradictorily interpreted
nd mutually vexatious, it was not to be
ot rid of except by negotiation, and that:had served an admirable purpose as an
Itimate recourse on the part of either
overnment to check apprehended designs2 Central America on the part of the
ther. Mr. Blaine said: 'The present pro-
osal of this government is to free it (the
layton-Bulwer treaty) from those em-
arrassing features. and leave it, as its
ramers intended It should be, a full and
erfect settlement for all time of all pos-
Ible issues between the United States and.ireat Britain with regard to Central
,merica.'
"if the present treaty is rejected by the
enate. or a. amended as to make its ratin-
ation impossible, we fall back upon the
layton-Bulwer treaty and are bound by
s provisions. howe-ver objectionable they
iay be. It is, of cours,- always in the
ower of a nation, as of an individual, to
epudiate its obligations and to decline to
c bound by them whtn they become dis-
greeable or disadvantageous, but this
ourse of action is usually as expensive In
he one case as In the other. The tradi-
ions ,f American diplomacy are those of
trict and honorable fulfillment of every in-
-rnational obligation, and now that a sat-
factory and straightforward Issue from
situation which had become intolerable
ipresented to the government of the
ilted States It is not believed that It will

e rejected. As to those who pretend to see
i this Isthmian canal convention an al-
lance with Great Britain, it may he said
hat the only alliance which now binds usa Great Britain is the Clayton-Bulwer
reaty, which every administration for a
alf century has felt to be a disadvantage
D us, and of which at last, by great good
ortune, we are now able to rid ourselves."

Canal Concessions Claimed.
The State Department officials admit that
be existence of two great interests claim-
ag exclusive concessions in the Nicara-
uan canal project tends to complicate very
iucb the negotiations vrhich must be under-
Eken with Nicaragua and Costa Rica as a
ondition precedent to the acquisition of a
ight of way for the canal by the United
tates. It issald that the department has noteIt itself called upon to decide as between
hese two rival interests, but attention to
Irected to the fact that the conflict is no*
ubject to arbitration, which the Nlcara-
uan go.vernment has authorized. Shouldtbe deeIded that either claimant is en-
itled to any concession, then the problem
rould be very much simplified. But should.hold that one of the parties has had a just
laim, then it will be necessary for Con-
Tess, in perfecting tne Nicaraguan bill, to
iake sure that suitable provision is in-
luded to compensate the concessionaires
or any equities they may possess.

ZELAVA READY TO AID CANAL.

Lepublic of Nicaragua Wants It Built
by United States.

The New York Herald's correspondent in
lanagua, Nicaragua, telegraphs that Pres-
lent Zelaya Is greatly interested in the
sthmian canal legislation pending in the
rnited States Congress.
President Zelaya says the one great de-
Ire of the people and government of Nick-
agua is the construction of the great
raterway. If liberal concessions to bring
his about have been granted to private
ompanies, the president adds, they will
rith much greater reason be promptly
ranted to the United States.
If the American government comes to the
ront, therefore, Nicaragua will be delight-
d to see the canal built by it, and will
Land ready to grant every concession pos-
Ible within the constitutional and, legal
ower of the administration.
President Zelaya is confident the .whole
ountry would feel the greatest satisfac-Ion in seeing the canal enterprise in the
ands of the American government, pro-
Iding definite settlements can be effected
brogating all pending concessions to pri-
ate companies, thus avoiding all future
laims against the republic.

SIGMtAL CORPS APPOINTMENTU.
Board of Offeers Selected to Con-

duet Exmnation.
A board of offcers of the signal corps,
onaisting of Major Richard E. Thompson,
apt. Samuel Reber and Capt. George 0.
quier, has been appointed for the purpose*f examining offcers of the line who are
pproved applicants for transfer to the
ignal corps. The board will prepare a
cheme for the local examination of appli-
ants now serving in Cuba, Porto Rico, the
'hilippines and other distant stations, and
his will be submitted through the chief
ignal offcer for the approval of the Sec-etary of War. The business of the board
nil he conducted as far as practicable byorrespondenee instil the time for the final
meting, when it will convene in this city
or the conclusion of Its bnsinaes

Engineer Corp. Preametten.
The recent death of Lieutenant Colonel
V. H. H. Benyaurd, corp, of gnuinees.
as caused the following promotions in
hat department: -

Major William S. Stanton, at Baston, to
e lieutenant colonJe'Oaptain Qsee .

loethals, at Went Point, to be major; b

.ieutenant Charles Keller, at St. Louis, toe captain; Second LIeutenant Frank C.

Boggs, at Tampa, Fla.. to be first uoiten-

AT THE WHIE HOUSE

Senator Hanna at i. Dik 0on-
for Witile.kEroe"e

The Nationat POl1itic Situation
Discsse4+* LUngth.

GENERAL SHA#"tiR CALT

Senator Hanna, chaltman et the republi-
can national commiittee, bid Rewmmenta-
tive Dick, uecretary of thistme bod, were

engaged in a long cenftrdce with-!Presi-
dent McKinley this aftl#eon. gding over
the national political ~sitbtion and taking
the preliminary steps for the campaign of
1900. This is the first estnsive conference
on that subject held in a number of years.
It is generally stated by republican poli-

ticians that the President feels- absolutely
certain of re-election. IMe. renomination is
conceded by everybody, 'and to that he
gives no thought, except of giatitude for
the warm feeling expressed for him in all
parts of the country. While the President
In confident of his re-electioC, it is said, it
i felt best to prepare for thb battle which
is to come off. As a good reptblican and
a good leader the President hoes not desire
to be overconfident. He api Penator Hanna
like a hot. fight, and will be ready -for it
when It comes.

Not Frightened at Bsryam.
The fact that Candidate Bryan had ap-

parently been making good progress in the
east in reuniting discordant democratic ele-
ments and adding some- new strength to
his party has not fright@pted the republi-
can managers, it is said, but It has warned
them that the democratie leader is begin-
ning the fight early and intends-to make
it interesting clear through to. the Novem-
ber election. Chairman Han& is willing
to accept the gage and' repare now
so that there will be no = y pieces In
his campaign machinery.-
Until after the PhIladelphia convention

the fight will not, of course, become active
to a great degree. Secretary Dick will be
at republican headquarters a great deal
at night, and will direct .the work that is
now to begin. Considerable literature is to
be sent out on different subjects. Much of
this is now to be written. and made ready
for the public.

Gen. Shatter Calls.
Gen. Shafter, who camq east with the

body of Gen. Lawton, was at the White
House today, and paid his -espeets to the
President. He will leave in a few days for
bis command on the Pacic coast.
The President received a.large number of

callers today, among th#ie3bbaing Senators
Allison. Cullom, Lodge, Fe%*er and Depew,
Representatives GroivenOr, Steele, Moody,
Jones. Washington, Thdmas of Iowa and
Thomas of North CaroliWa.

The Comamissioners to Paris.
Congress having provied for eighteen

commissioners to the Paris exposition, in-
stead of twelve as originally provided, the
President is expected to anpune the ap-
pointments, in a week or ten days. There
was a great demand for these places, which
pay well and entail no hard- work. Many
of the selections made have from time to
tdme been given in The Star. Another
new selection is that of W. Saunders, edi-
tor of a live stock journa in Chicago. His
selection was urged by western men.
One of the commissioners 'will be Mrs.

Potter Palmer. She will be the only lady
representative among the. eighteen, but
there will be a special representative in
the person of Mrs. Daniel- Manning, widow
of the late Secretary Manning of the treas-
ury. Her appointment %waa, provided by
act of Congress a few days ago. Mrs.
Manning will also Tepresent the Daughters
of the American Revolution, of which or-
ganIzation she is presidept.

Today's Nominations.
The President today sent the following

nominations to the Serate:
Army-Hospital Steward Frank A. Jer-

nigan, 34th Infantry, U. IL V., to be second
lieutenant; Raphael A. Edmonston of the
District of Columbia, to- bp assistant sur-

geon, with the rank of fit lieutenant;
Second Lieut. John MorrisoL. Jr., 3d Cav-
alry, to be first lieutenant; Second Lieut.
Harry 0. Williard, 10th Cavalry, to be first
lieutenant; Second Lieut. Lucius R. Hol-
brook, 4th Cavalry, to be firgt lieutenant.

WARSHIPS UNDER GONUTRUCTION.
Admiral Hiehborn's Deseription of

Theit Condition.
Admiral Hichborn's statemebit of the con-

dition of naval construqtlon'at the begin-
ning of the present mouth sows that all
of the eight battle ships so far aitherised
are alrea"under constrpetion, The Eear-
sarge. Xmincky and Illinois, at Newport
News, are set down at 99 per cent, 97 per
cent and; 74 per cent, reagectively.
The Alabama and Maie at'Cramps's are

placed at 92 per cent anl 21 per cent. The
Wisconsin and Ohio, at- the -Union iron
works, stand -at 87 per cent and 13 per
cent, respectively, wolle the Missouri, al
Newport News, upon which grork has just
begun, is -reported at i ger cent.
Not one of the naw 17-knot sheathed

cruisers of the Denve .class has been laid
down. The Albany, burehase4 from Arm-
strong's, in England, is 9S Ver bent ad-
vanced toward completion. '

Work on the monitors in ding along fair-
ly, the Arkansas, at Newport News, stand-
ing at 18 per cent; the Conneticut. at
Bath, 38 per cent; the Florida, at -Nixon's,23 per cent, and tie Wympzna at the
Union iron works, N per et. tL.-Fore
River Engine Comptis in'- advance of
all other firms withte d entrorpedo-
boat destroyers, the Lawn 'thding at
82 per cent and the Masdoubngh 'at 80 per
cent. The others rang aMhe day down
to 8 per cent.- -The St .znaMB Golds-
borough, the former at -~rtn& Hol-
lingsworth's and the la1SU at 'Wolff' &
Zwicker's, lend- the lIs of t$psdo toats, at
96 and 97 per cent. 'NieP grma=t85 per cent. ierMnsa

RECENT NAlrM. A "P Ng.
Beeend Lieutenante -?Jmp Oer the

M~arne~Cerg.a
The following names-. ontioegl have been

appointed seond lies96nants in the Ma-
nine - Corps: H. J. Uirshinge, ~U as.B
Taylor, John W. Waeeigh, John 4. Muir,
St. John L. Caffery, John C.a~at W.
R. Coyle, Fremtk ~'en~~ry . Lay,
Thomas A. Nel. 3m AD aj Long, Uamji
A. W. Patt
as prean at m te~s s
The appntamstme ds

of Perry O. Nrmmeand
John I en.e

Assistant
an order drci.j
federal const at

time, were b m ~ -

WAR ON- ROOKERIES

Proposed Commission to Condemn
Inanitary Buildings.

THOIE OF WOOD TO BE DEKOLISHED

Reports on Local Street Railway
Extension.

POLICE PENSION FUND

Mr. Babcock has introduced a bill in the
House (H. R. 8M05) providing that the
senior assistant to the Engineer Commis-
sioner of the District of Columbia, the
health offleer' of the District of Columbia
and the inspector of buildings of the Dis-
trict be constituted a commission, with
jurisdiction and authority to examine into
the sanitary condition of all buildings in
the District of Columbia occupied or In-
tended to be occupied by human beings, and
if, in their judgment, they find the same
unfit for such, occupation, by reason of
their insanitary condition, to condemn the
same and to require the occupants thereof
to vacate within thirty days from the order
of condemnation.
Before proceeding to condemn any build-

Ing under the provis:ons of this act the
Commissioners shall give ten days' notice
to the owner to show cause why the build-
ing should not be condemned as aforesaid.
such notice, in case the owner is found
within the District of Columbia. to be
served upon him or her personally; and in
case such owner is a non-resident of the
District of Columbia, or cannot by due
diligence be found therein, then by publi-
cation once a week for two weeks in some
newspaper published in the District of Co-
lumbia, and, if the address of such owner
be known, by notice mailed to such address,
such notice to contain a description of the
property, its sanitary condition, and fixing
a time and place when and where such
owner may be heard in opposition if he so
desires.
Upon condemnation by the commission of

any building in the District of Columbia as
unfit for human occupation the occupantsthereof shall, within thirty days from the
date of the order of condemnation, vacate
said premises.
It shall be urlawful for the owner of anybuilding in the District of Columbia, con-

demned under the provisions of this act.
to allow the same to be again occupied,
except as hereinafter proVided, after theexpiration of thirty days frtm the date ofthe order of condemnation, and any occu-pant of such condemi;d building who shallnot have vacated the same at the expira-tion of thirty days from the date of suchorder of condemnation shall be ejected bythe police.
If the owner of any building condemnedunder the provisions of this act shall makesuch changes or repairs as, in the opinionof said commission. will remedy in ax sat-isfactory manner the conditions which ledto the condemnation of the property, saidcommission is hereby authorized to cancelits order of condemnation, and the buildingmay be again occupied:
Provided, That buildings built of woodhaving an assessed value for taxation ofnot more than $400, which have been con-demned, shall not be again occupied, butshall be demolished by the owner thereofwithin a time specified by said commins-sion; and If said owner shall fail to de-molish such building, the same shall bedemolished under the direction of the Com-missioners of the District of Columbia,and the cost of such demolition be assess-ed as a tax against the premises on whichsuch building was situated, to be collectedin the same manner as other taxes arecollected.
The bill provides penalties and authorizesthe appointment of an inspector at $1,200a year.
Mr. McMillan today introduced in the Sen-ate a bill that has been approved by theCommissioners, and which was before thelast Congress, for the creation of a com-mission for the oondemaation of insanitarybuildings In the Distriot.

C7apital Traetion Comniaay Extension.
The report of the House District commit-

tee on H. R. |M3, to extend the tracksof the Capital Traction Company in the
southeast section, says:
"The extension provided for in this bill

was passed by the House during the FIfty-iifth Congress on March 7, 1898, but failedto receive favorable action In the Senate.rhis committee, at the earnest request ofthe property owners and residents of thatportion of the city, report this bill to theRouse and believe that several thousandpeople in the southeast, who up to the pres-snt time have been compelled to walk toPennsylvania avenue and 8th street toboard cars for down town, should be givenrapid transit facilities. The Commissioners>f the District of Columbia have reportedfavorably upon this bill."
The committee also incorporates as a partAf its report the following communicationIrom the East Washington Citizens' Asso-elation, urging that better street car ac-3ommodations be given to that section of fthe city:

EAST WASHINGTON CITIZENS'
ASSOCIATION,WASHINGTON, D. C., January 10, 1900.Dear Sir: I am instructed by the EastWashington Citizens' Association to re-spectfully request your kind assistance inthe introduction and passage of the bill toLmend the charter of the Capital Traction::ompany, which has been introduced In theBenate by Senator McMillan, and which

was passed by the late HouW of Repre-sentatives. It is an extension of the routethat is sadly needed to afford rapid trans-port facilities to the eastern section of the!ity, which now contains more inhabitants Ithan the entire District of Columbia had In
L862, the period when the charter wastranted to the Washington and GeorgetownRailroad Company.
Very truly, yours, M. I. WELLER.The route of the proposed extension is as!ollows: From Pennsylvania avenue andith street southeast, along Pennsylvania 1tvenuie to 15th street east; thence by singlerack south on 15th street to K street]mcuth; east on K street to the circle; north

mt the circle to Pennsylvania avenue; and~wresterly on Pennsylvania avenue to 1hh

itreet east; all work to be done in accor-lance with, plays acceptable to and approv- 1si-by the CommAssloners of the District of

Jolumbia.
East Washington Heights. a

.The report on the bill (H. R. 404) for thet
ixtension of the tracks of the East Wash..-
ngton Heights Traction Company includes
he report forwarded by the Commission- t
rs, and which has been published in The Iliar. The route bf this extension is as

ollows:
Prems its -present authorized terminus at
he western approach to the Pennsylvania a
Lvenue bridge, as provided in 'section one

if the act of Incorporation; thenge northtin 17th street east to East Capitol street; I

hence west on East Capitol street to 15th 1
treet east, connecting with the Motropoli-.an railway;:also from the intersection of ,3kil=n=s*t avenue ad Harrison street;.

hence weaferir on Harrison street to Piereeatreet; thence sutubebty on Piee street tokckne street; thnce. westerly along Jack-.
isn'steet to Mfouroe,street; also nor'thward'

ilong the a&namia road t'o connect with
he ceoumbia gailway at Bensling, over asite and at a pioint aceptable to and

woevt y theCoponaisoners of the DistrictifCetenmbia; pwfethat said railwasy

n a afinse within ene I
Nar after aid avenne ia e~ei as a I

male tor- s .me

"MeVime-mithin whicabatheIA

irequired to complete und put in opera-tion its railroad is extended for the te.rn)f two years from the 18th of June. 10W.
Pollee Pension Fun Deelit.

Chairman Babcock has received a com-
munication from beneliciaries of the policepension fund requesting Congress to make
an appropriation to meet a deficiency in thefund. The communication reviews the his-
tory of the police fund and says:
"The deficiency arose during the period

extending from June 30, 184. to May 31.
ISM6, and amounts to the sum of $15.61m.
still due the police pensioners. There was
no deficiency before June 30, 044. because
the usual source, of contributions to thefund, $1 per month taken from the salaryof each member of the police force, was
supplemented by private gifts and public
entertainments given for the benefit of thefund. The amounts contributed by mem-
bers of the potice were never sufficient of
themselves to pay all the beneficiaries and
luring the two years above there was sucha, falling off in the amounts realized from
outside sources that the deficiency above
set forth arose.
"Since the act was passed authorizing the

use of moneys derived from fines paid in
the Police Court to' meet any deficiency In
the pension fund all allowances due have
been paid promptly and in full. A scheduleshows the names of the beneficiaries to this
fund. and states the amounts still due each
one. Many on this list are widows, with
minor children, whose only means of sup-port is the amount derived from this pen-'ion fund. Many of them contracted debts.stIll unpaid, for the necessaries of life, re-
lying on the receipt of the entire amountdue them from the fund. Some of these
pensioners had as their chief support and
bread-winners policemen who were killed
while in the line of their duty as defenders
of the public safety.
"The relief we ask for has the support of

the Commissioners and of the chief of po-iice and of the citizens of Washington gen-eally. We believe we are asking for onlywhat is .iust and proper. A very large- partof the amount asked for wilt go to n-edypersons. and help to relieve actual d!stri-si.
We hope you will look with favoraoie Pyes
upon our appeal and grant us tto. rilief
asked for"

Opening Alleys.
Senator McMillan today introduced a bill

In the Senate amending the law relating
to the opening of alleys in the District -if
C'olumbla. Under this bill it would be
easier for the DistrIct officials or propertyowners in squares without an alley to have
such a thoroughfare opened. As amended
the bill provides "that the Commissioners
bf the District of Columbia be, and they
ire hereby, authorized to condemn, open,extend, widen or straighten alleys in the
Distriet of Columbia upon the presentation
to them of the plat of the alley to be con-
lemned. opened, widened, extended or
-traightened, accompanied by a petition of
the owners of more than one-ha!f of the
real estate in the square in which such
alley is sought to be opened, widened, ex-
tended or straightened, or when the Com-
nissioners of the District of Columsba shall
,ertify that the preservation of pea e, good
>rdar and public morals require that anymuch alley should be opened, extended, wid-
neted or straightened. or when said Com-
nissioners shall decm that such opening.extending. widening or straightening of an
illey is necessary in order to provide proper
Irainage facilities for the square in whichsaid alley is sought to be openedextended.
widened or straightened, or when said Com-
r.issioners shall certify that such opening,extending, widening or straightening of an
illey is necessary in order to proper-ly ac-
ernmotdate vehicle traffic In such square:or when the health officer of said Districtshall certify that such opening, extension,
widening or straightening of an alley is
aecessary for the public health; and to ex-:end, widen, or straighten iinor streets insaid D:strit-t of a width not less than 40
!eet nor more than ti) feet. to run through
t square from one street to another. when-ever, in the judgment of said Commission-trs, the public interests require It.
"Provided, That in the opening, extension,ridening or straightening of an alley or
ninor street, it shall be lawful to close anyiriginal-ailey, or part of an original alley,he fee of which is in the United States,
which may thereby become useess or un-
iecessary; and that it shall also, In like
nanner, be lawful to close any other at-
eys or parts of alleys, the title thereto
.o revert to the person or persons who
ledicated the same for alley purposes, or
o their assigns:
"And provided further, That the Commis-

;loners of the District of Columbia be,mnd they are hereby, authorized, whenever
n their judgment the same may be neces-
ary or expedient, to c'ose an alley or part
of an alley, the width of which is less than
en feet.
"Provded, That the assent thereto in

writing is obtained from the owners of anajority of the real estate abutting there-mn. That if the fee title to the land con-
ained in the alley, or part of an alley, so
0 lie closed is in the United States the said
ommissioners are hereby authorized to
lispose of said land by sale to the owners
of the lots or parts of lots contiguous
hereto, at a price to be agreed upon be-
ween the said Cornmissioners and said
owners, which price shal not be less than
he current market price of the groundn the contiguous lots. That if the fee title
o the land in the alley or part of alley
o to be closed is not in the United States
he title to said land shall revert to the
lerson or persons who dedicated the same
or alley purposes, or to his or their heirs
r assigns."
Opposed to Vestibuled Street Cars.
Miss Margaret Huddleson has written to
;enator McMillan, protesting against the
novement for providing vestibuled cars
nd an all-night service on the street rail-
cads of this city. She protested against
he all-night service because it would im-
air the efficiency of the day service. The
onstant strain of machinery and the in-
ufficient electrical current were reasons
gainst the all-night service.
The vestibuled cars, she said, are cum-
ersome, awkward and impede the progress
f passenger traffic. The doors are usually
usty or muddy and soil ladies' dresses.
Vherever vestibuled cars have been trieda the United States they have been dis-
arded, they cause accidents, favor a mul-
iplication of disease germs and except dur-
tg a few days of severe weather would be
iseless in this city.

For Removal ef Sow and Ie.
Mr. McMillan has Introduced in the en-
te a bill providing for the removal of
now and ice from the sidewalks of the
flstrict.
The bill makes it the duty of every ten-
nt or occupant of any lot of ground in
lie District of- Columbia improved by a
ouse or building adjacent to any improv-
tI sidewalk, within the first four hors
f daylight after the ceasing of any fall of
now, to cause said snow to be removed
make a path of not less. than six feetride. In case sleet has formed on the

now, making it difficult to remove it, then
shall be the duty of the occupant ormnant to sprinkle the same with sn

Lwduat or other such substance. A pen-ity of $5 or five days in jail is providedir violating this law.
'The bill make. it the duty of the Comn-~sssionera to remove enow from sidewalk.
bout District public buildings or reserva-
fins under the jurladiction of the District.
provides that owners of vacant lots shain
nap abutting sidewalks clean of snow

mder the condition that tenants are

otred to keep sidewalks iir front .of their

ques fre, from snow, and it shall also be
dttokeep such pavements free1at.t sand, gravel cr other refuse1

ffagn~s eslaaa' Weuni Biiht.
The 'eaestry of the Navy recelved a-tis anenn .nenmep. il
.nelas~y ba;omamf t tenteA P. L.,

astsubet saea= In answer to a
amthtanma mst m s a. tn.t

DECLINES TO SIGN
Gov. Taylor Ha Decided Not to

Indorse Agreement.

WILL ORDER TROOPS AWAY

Legislature to Be Allowed tc Reas.
semb:e at Frankfort.

LAW TO TAKE ITS COURSE

FRANKFORT, Ky., February 10.--ov.
Tay!or has iecided to allow the legislature
to assemble and the law to take its course.
He refuses to sien the IhuisviIe agree-
ment.
The troops will be ordered away at once.

and all will be out of the city by tomorrow.
The .Comeiltaton.

The men throughout the state whom
he Invited here to talk over the sit-
uation appeared In fairly lasrge num-
bers this morning, about sixty of thaan
going to the governor's office. Sergeant-at-
Arms Howard and Cecil were expected in
Frankfort from London this morning with
warrants for the arrest of democratic mem-
bers of the legislature, but every demo-
crati' legislator has gone to Louisville.
At 11 o'clock Gov. Taylor, accompanked

by Private Secretary Todd, Secretary of
State Caleb Powers and Hudson Thatcher.
entt red the assembly room of the capitol.
His arrival was the signal for a wild out-
burst of cheering, men standing on chairs
and yciling and waiving their hats In geet-
Ing. The doors -were then locked and a

guard placed at the door.
Taylor's Advisers Against Action..
Gen. Collier, on emerging from the as-

sembly chamber, at 12:45, said the general
sentiment of those prcsent was apparently
against any action by Gov. Taylor in re-

gard to the peace agreement.
NeArly every -epulhican county conmit-

teeran attended the conference with Gov.
Taylor. Suetal republican members of the
legislature were 1imong the numi.er preq-
ent. including senators Kirk and .Ishnson
and Representative Lewis. Shortly before
11 o'clock the doors of the capitol were

pend and the state dclegations went up
to the assenbly room, the first time it has
been pened since Lne shooting of GoV.
Goebel.
The repubican chairman and memb-ers of

the legisature refused absolutely to talk
in r.gaid to the objects of their visit.

SUSP'ECTS ARE C00UEMS.

Detectives inse'stilgatipg the Re4-irds
of Gottchak amd Jone.

FRANKFORT, Ky., February 1W. (t,,tI-
schalk and J-is. who wer arrested on

stilpicion of being iaplicated in the asses-
sinlation of Gov. G.,oebel. are cousins. The
latter said he came with the mounlain.er
excursion. Both are said to have si,*"t in
the executive building the night before
Goebel was aasssinated. Jones says he
applied to Taylo.-e and Finley for pay for
coming here. Ife says this %as promised
him by others in a vance, but they w,,uld
not settle and he could not get out of
town. He says he did not know what he
was brought there for.
Although the detectives have cross-ex-

amined Jones, outsiders have not bee-n per-
mitted to see -r talk to him. The detec-
tives believe this ti be the most important
arrest yet made. Jones is said to have
been sleeping in a vacant house, only wn-
ing out at night, and had been here for a
week prior to the assassination. o'l. T. t'.
Campbell. the N-w York criminal lawyer.
who is assisting in ferreting out the crime.
went to Georgetown to confer with Com-
monwealth's Attorney Franklin. and they
returned here last night. It is believed 4
some important st< p is about to be taket%
by the prosecution.

LEGISLATURE AT LONDON.

Both Houses Met at 'the Ususi Homasi
This Morning.

LONDON, Ky.. February 10.-LI. at. Gov.
Marshall, accon In.d by Attorney Linicon
of Louisville, arrived early this morning.
Lieut. Gov. Marshall %as as retirent as
all the other legislators.
"I have come here prepared to stay." he

said. "I do not anticipate any trouble. but
I cannot-say what Is likely to occur. Gov.
Taylor still riaintains his attitude and if
considering the agrtement submitted to hin
by the conreienec."
Both houses met at the usual hour. Lieu-

tenant Governor Marshall presided In the
senate. Both houses immediately adjourned
until Monday at 12 o'clock.
Sergeari-at-Arrms Cecil of the house and

Howard of the serate left after I o'clock
this morning on the north-bound train
armed with warrants for the arrest of abe
sent democratic membtrs of both house"
Late last evening it was finally decided by
the senate officers to make out the war-
rants for the ct-rst of absent demo'ratie
senators without waiting for the arrival of
Lieut. Gov. Marshall.

WILL NOT SUBMIT TO ARREfST.

Democratic Lea-islaters at Lealsvili*
Declare Their intentions.

LOUISVILLE, Ky., February 10.- The ex- -

ecutive and legislative headquarters of the
democratic state government have been es-
tablished In Louisville and, the leaders as-
sert. will be maintained here as long as
necessary. The legislature has resumed Its
regular work, with a quorum in each house.
and Governor Becam.e In lieu of an exec-
utive mansion, has taken up his abode at
Seelbach's Hotel, surrounded by his politi-
cal advisers.
Speaker Trimble of the house repeated

today that the legislator will not submit
to arrest.
"We know our rights," he said. "and will

call upon the civil authorities to protet
us In our resolve to resist any attempt ul
republican force to take asto London or
any other place."

"I fully concur with Speaker Trimbie,"
said President Carter of the senate. "We
will not be arrested. We will not go to
London."

TRACK TEam'E TO PAREq1
Pret. Stagg - and Manger Finber

Favor the Sek..m..
CIAGO, February 10.-Prof. Stagg of

the University of Chicago is heartily In
faves of a proposition made by Manager
Fisher of Wisconsin University to aend an
all-western track teem to the Paris expo-
sition lunde the austhority and backing ef
the Western lreega Athlette AE-
sociaies Mr. Ukeg said: "I think It would
be advisable to sat a standard of exe!-
lence for each event. This would insure a
uniformly, higgra tem, and one which
would not he eutei...e in any esinet.
Probably th amnst) meet in Jane wead
he the best time to nodest the team. AU.
the e"ms" thewo me for ti
met and have the aI the best e
..adam at tht Htim. The asela.s it 1he .-te muMt he ensy e.ranwe the
ae=we--a.-thegiamm


